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advances, or of making them realize the practical importance of 
dealing with the collateral questions which he raises. They have 
long understood and advocated the short ballot and agonized over 
the problems of party organization and electoral machinery. It is 
the average American citizen who is too little alive to the importance 
of these problems, or who, if he thinks about them, approaches them 
from the standpoint, and with the aid, of a shallow political philos- 
ophy largely compounded of traditional prejudices. Nothing is more 
important at this time than to teach him to apply in his political 
thinking some of the practical sagacity, the shrewd knowledge of 
human nature, the habit of estimating the value of social machinery 
by its results, the ingenuity in adapting means to ends, which have 
served him so well in other branches of collective enterprise. It 
would be hard to imagine a book better calculated to set large numbers 
of Americans thinking along these lines than that which Mr. Childs 
has written. At the same time it is sufficiently vigorous and sug- 
gestive to be of real interest to the trained student of political science, 
and, as is unfortunately not always the case with political treatises, 
it is eminently readable. 

Arthur Ludington. 



The Constitutions of Ohio. By Isaac Franklin Patterson, 
A.M., LL.B. (Cleveland: The Arthur H. Clark Company, 
1912. Pp. 358.) 

This volume of reprints is a landmark in the unorganized field of 
American state constitutional documents, and its editor deserves 
special praise for his painstaking pioneer work. In addition to furnish- 
ing complete, verified, original texts of the several constitutions of 
Ohio, amendments and proposed amendments, helpful detailed com- 
parisons, historical data, records of votes cast on the numerous meas- 
ures, and contemporary comment, Mr. Patterson has also supplied a 
valuable historical introduction. The series of documents makes the 
volume of peculiar and timely service to the state in the work 
of drafting a new constitution. The historical introduction, with its 
terse, observant and illuminating description of Ohio's constitutional 
history, is sufficient alone to claim for the work the attention of 
students of politics and constitutional development. 

In brief, the introduction discusses the framing of the defective 
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constitution of 1802, the period following, "during which the people 
of the State were lacking in . . . state consciousness," the period 
of reaction with its overwhelming burden of state debts, the greed 
and anarchy of special interests, the insufficiency of the centralized 
power, the development of the State as a political unit with greater 
social, economic and political solidarity, the dissatisfaction with the 
judicial system, with taxation, with railroad and corporation influences, 
and the repeated efforts to adopt amendments and their rejection. 

In general, the editing, organization and typography of the work 
have resulted in a well rounded out volume. 

T. L. Sidlo. 



The German Commercial Code, translated and briefly annotated. 
By Alfred F. Schuster. (London, Stevens and Sons, 1911. 
280 pages.) 

The present translation of the German Commercial Code is much 
superior to Piatt's translation of 1900, the only other English trans- 
lation of that Code. It marks the entry into the field of comparative 
law of the son of the author of the Principles of German Civil Law, 
perhaps the most useful work on German law now available to English 
and American lawyers. Dr. Ernest Schuster has added to the value 
of his son's translation by writing an excellent introduction. He 
points out that the Commercial Code is not the final source of the 
legislation governing commercial transactions in Germany. Many 
legal provisions concerning such matters as purchase and sale, the form 
of agreements, suretyship, interest, instruments to bearer, pledge and 
lien, agents, carriers, warehousemen, etc., are contained in the Civil 
Code, and the corresponding portions of the Commercial Code are 
merely supplementary. Likewise much of the law which one might 
expect to find in the Commercial Code is found in separate statutes, 
for example, The Bills of Exchange Act, The Law of Cheques, The 
Stock Exchange Law, the Private Limited Companies Act, the Trade 
Marks Act, and similar statutes. The annotations of Mr. Schuster's 
translation of the Code are most useful in that they call attention to 
these related provisions and statutes. References are also made to 
Dr. Schuster's Principles of German Civil Law. The translation is 
faithful and the style of the English is better than that generally 
found in translations of legal works. Two important statutes standing 



